CURIOSITIES

{ urious ?bjmﬂ. structures, mowwments, landmarks, sights, ete.  For example, Wishing slones

or ** chairs,” freaks of nature (ie. grotesque rook formations)—in fuet, any wecne or oljeet

whieh may be vegarded ay queer, quaint or mirth-procoking.  Looation and deseription,
Any story or lagend o be velaled,

NOKS

QUSTOMS ETC. (cent'd.)

SHE "STRAN BOYS". A form ef Mummery which dutes from olden times, isg
atill prectised in thess parts. (m the ecousion of & lvasl wudﬂ:{ng,
& greup of young men attired in all sorte of funoy costumes, turn up
£t tha bride's house late at night whan the eats are assembled gnd
the oupera of these, "the Straw Boye", provide grest merriment for
the entire purty.

_ Criginally, the lsda were costames made sntirely
frem atraw snd thus scrosd the nome *Straw Boys® but now & veried snd
meat smusing reange of garments muy be ubed, some wesring the straw,
another s swnllow-tell ceut rnd beowler bkat snd perhaps enother yoeung
man will be clad 1in 8 pyjame suit.

The "Gtraw Boys® elect thelr ewn lesder whose duty
it 18 to ensure that the proceedings are maintueined a$ & lively paoce
but though the fun usuelly lssts until the esrly hours of the morning,
end may be quite hilarious, the young men lesve usuclly after s couple
of heurs entertainment and in erderly faskion.

This oustem prevails throughout Horth Maye.

CUSTOMS, PATTERNS, ETC.

Brief account af old evstoms, traditional oures, ele,, still practised in the distridt,  Pilgrimages
to Holy Wells, Shrines, ele.  Palterns.

We nre told that S5t. Putrick converted te—ghxist King iwley, his seven.
sons and twelye thousand men. & It s pregumed thot P Pr-{:rink cema upen
Awley -nd kis ‘sons snd fellowers at iullﬂghrﬂrry, their' pluce of assembly
und that he baptized them wll/in & fduntuin. - \

] 1 huve found twe wells in the lacality tut there is _'no
evidense to sugport & cluim to baeing ithe bbove well in the oanse of elther.

| \One well is in the lhnds of Mr /Nioholse Cerrell at:

Mullaghfarry but,, elthoughk there is &b opinion that this im, or was &
Holy Well, T oould trace ne pesitive ponnectien ~ith 5t. Petriok.

aﬂ:j Alsacond well en the|lende of Mr Alex Cerson «t Bellin-

- pesr Mullo hferry, ia/slse peinted to o8 the Hely Well. Iecsl

peo ie heve & belief thet the wuters this well poasesgs hesling Huelities
snd |water is tiken from 1t/ /by seme whe ‘guffsr from stomuoh 'pompleints,

in the beliefl thet it 'wlll cure thLem. .4 15 8:13 thut thers pive been
instances of cures belny effectod through Wiinking this weter.,-

TCHAR MHUIRE.

Abeu o hundred yords south of Resserk ibbey, this Holy Well, dedicated
to the Blessed Virgin, is housed in & small stene building whose walls,
two feat thiok, meszsure 11 feet long, & feet high and 7 feet wide.

An inecribed stene in the south wall snnounces that the stone building wes
arsated in 1798 by Jokn Lynett, Resserk. another elder stone under this,
proclaims thet it hed been pluced theres by Pr. M. Crean in. 1684.

The first stone chirries inscriptions In both Intin &nd English and the
inscription en the sscond stene is T&tin,

The meat pepular dey for muking this stitien is suguat 15th but large
numbers of pllgrims wislt hers from August 15th te September Hth svery
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