Burriscarra Overview
· Antiquities

The parishes of Burriscarra and Ballintober are rich in the area of antiquities, especially the number of buildings of historical interest. These include the following:
· Castlecarra: built by the Staunton family who also owned Castlebourke and Kanturk Castle in Ballyheane. A detailed description of the building is provided by the surveyor and an outline of its history.

· Ballintober (Ballintubber) Abbey: There is a very detailed description of the architectural features of the building accompanied by sketches. The history of the building is traced from its founding in 1216

· Burriscarra Abbey: Detailed description of the building with sketch and outline of its history. Believed to have been built by the Staunton family

· Castlebourke:  Again, detailed description of the building accompanied by sketches. Was owned by the Staunton family and passed eventually to Theobald Burke, son of Granuaile and popularly known as “Tibot na Long”  A lengthier discussion of Tibot na Long can be found in the section on Historic Sites  -see links below.
Other buildings and antiquities listed in this section are Ballyburke Castle, Castle Island in Lough Carra, church ruins at Burriscarra, Balybourke, Cogaula and Church Island and famine graves at Tawnagry and Kilavalley.

· Curiosities

There are no descriptions of any customs unique to this area, just mention of the usual customs associated with Shrove Tuesday, St. Brigid’s Day and some funeral customs. The only “Curiosity” deemed worthy of mention is the Aille River, which flows underground for part of its course.

· Historic Sites
There are numerous historic sites in the area associated with St. Patrick including Tochar Phadraig, holy wells and a church in Tower Hill. Under the heading of historic houses and burial places there is an account of More Hall and the history of the Moore family. In addition, there is information on the Viscounts Mayo, of whom Tibbot na Long of Castlebourke was the first, Colonel James McDonnell of Carrownacon who was prominent in the 1798 rebellion and Seán na Sagart.

· Natural Features

This section contains a description of the landscape of Burriscarra and Ballintubber with details of the main geological and topographical features. There are no towns or villages listed, though there is mention of a few shops and a Garda barracks at Ballyglass. 
· Sports and Games

The only sports listed for this area are angling, shooting and hunting ( South Mayo Harriers).

