GEOLOGY: Carboniferous limestone 1s the princlipal formation
& the cavernous & permeable neture of that stone in the
1sthmus separating Locha Mask & Oorrid 1s apparent in the
pesuliar "swallow holes" & atrange curlosities which are
viaible &1l mround. .

Limestone rock frequemtly crops up 4ver the surface
of the ground te the N, & E. of Cong & on the B. ghore of
L. Kmalk, It forms extenalve beds of smooth bare rock,
possessing thd phenomenally conslstent cheracteristic of
e pronounced dip towarda the YW, & revealing, where the
rock 1ls 8pllt or sundered, mn Invariable north-south
Inelinabion or "grain". ‘ater acltlon has given tha
rock a&- plitted, honeycomb sppearsncea in many instances,
particularly near the lake shores,

On the N, shore of L. Lorrib, fosalliferous Sllurlan
roeks oceur, &, on the lake-side near Cong, mmelss
schilst & primary llmestone are found, with,from that
vill. to L. lask, oubecroppling= of the cerboniferous
mtn limestone surmcunting the primery reocks.

Yellow sandstone, fossiliferous Zilurlan, ;rits,
gneiss, conglomerates, igneous rocks & the predominent
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GEOLOGY (eontd.)

carbohiferous limestone are found to thu E. of Cong, on*

. the distr. bordering the lake as far as Cross &, again, to
the 5. of that 1ittle vill. Sir ¥Wim. Wilde r&pﬁrtﬂﬂ the
presence of "a small ‘mina:'n:l veln contalning lead ore, & 3
g trace of copper & mundle" iIn the townland of Enll:h .

~» maglbbon. THe also mentions the discovery of "good
Silurien fosslls, supposed to be of Upper Llandovery age" .
to ths W. of kehford & at Lisloughery & Gortachurra townlandsa
& the neighbouring islands. W. of Ashford also, Wilde
discovered a Chiton in the carboniferous limestons - this '
was, in hls time at lesst, only the second locallity in
whalch Chitona were recorded as found In these beds, the .
other having been dlscovered near Rathkeals, Co. Limerlck.

There is a notable mbsence of fuel-providing bogs in
tha vieinity of Cong & the land, whers free from the
intruding imestone rock, 1B gﬂﬁd ereble & pasture.

The great ?ﬂrtlcal hnlaa, shafts or caverng which
abound near Cong are objects of great wonder to all '
visitors, as are the streshge underground watéerways'which °
connect the two gresat lakes. There 1= no visible gontinuous
stream, but the from L. Mask, which is. on’an elevation of
nearly 40' over that of L. Gurrih 1s carried vis sub-
terranesn channels through the uuvﬂrnnuu rock. In saveral
Places the water rises abové ground surface, but always anly
tn form a blg pool or perhaps run on for-a short diatunce
before dlving once more into the ground.” To the N. & E.
of the vill. of Cong the streams rise agein In four big
pools, two of which now form the shore but for the remaining
wide & swift-flowing Cong River which enters the larger
151{'5 in sight of the hotel at Eshford.

The inpumersble &aves in the locality are classified
as natural ‘- those caused through water erosion or :
subsldence; artificlial - mainly the aauterrnina of which
several are mentioned under ."Antiquities", & mixed - that
13, natural caverns which heve huen enlarged or adapted
by human effort. All are celled "cavesa" by the local,
people, & even the most detelled yritten  dircctlons  of
thelr whereabouts are not of ruch use to the visitor since
they are s¢ numerous that one 1is apt to get confused
wlthout the ald of a locel gulde. Guides Are not nlﬁntiful
L there 1s no professlonal, hut the hotel-keepers may be
ﬂf gaaistence In thils reaaaut

Foll na Colum - the "1igaan Hole" - is the besat Imown
& most Impress¥ve of all the caeverms, & mey be reached by .
saveral different ways, of wihlch the simplest to deatribe
iz that by the BlunLur Ad. . Seek directions to Mrs.

Gibbon's houss, about 1lm. W. of Cong, in the townland of
Cloonemera, & there you will be shown the Hole, about 200
vda frum'ﬁhﬂ cottage, from the front of which g track
leada to the edge of the woods - the Flgeon Hole 1s3 at

the left Jjust where the pseth reachesa the wood. Lady
Korgan, 3Samuel Lover, Sir Tm. Wilde & hosts of other
writers have descrlbed thls cave, & indeeﬁ several other
caves in the vileldnlty, & graphiec tales & legends of these
;1aﬂﬂs heve found their way into print & into the folklore
& "tourist telk" of the loecml people.

A Tlight of 61 stesd stenﬂ lead downwards between the
*high 1a“uﬂﬂ‘ iewlar llchen-and-lvy-draped walls of the

chasm &, at ;ha bottom, e dark.subterrmean stream, over
12' wlde, gurgles & splashesz mlong throuch the dari
tumel In front. A strong light &, if poasible, some
magnesium flarez, would be deairable 1n order to follow
LHE windlng stream Ezruu;h £ ;asun’e thet 1= strewn wlth
magslve bounlders & looss astones. e 1l ht revenls a s

scene that is wild & thrilliing, &, Hﬁ"ﬂﬂu the need for ,
dug care In nepgotlating the huge rocks, the tunnel may be
sursusd in sal nf" for a éonsiderable distence.

. The common story of the trout bearing the mark of a

griddireon 15 related in connection with this cavern, =a wall
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> GEOLOGY (contd.) . _ sl
a3 other .far more fanciful legends, in-gll of which, however,
the "blessed" trout is mentioned. THe Pigeon Hole is on
the property of the Irish Land Commission, Forestry
Dfvision, & the public are sfforded free mccess. JMrs.
Glbbons, at the nearby cottage, acts as guide, though not
officlally, & 1s generally handed a small monetary reward.
! : The Priesat's Cave, close to Poll nagfolum, iz sother
; netureal chesm In which a darl red stain in a niche in the
limestone la freditionally astated to be the blood-atelns of
a priest who, it is spid, used to hide here in the Fenel
Days untll dlscovered & slaln In hls shelter by the priesst-
hunters. > ; :
The Horse Discovery and The Ledies Buttery are both
_agbout m. Ireom the ?if%. These twe glant chasms or
caverns lie olose together on the Ashford Golf course, to
the right of the "Crusheens", & in the diregtion of Ashford.
They ere noth natural shafts & rlse through the limestone
bed from en underground river. Tje first 1s The Horse
Dlscovery, & the qualnt lreonlegl title derdives from the
incident, many yra ago, when & horse & plough &, some say,
£ man alﬂn suddenly disappeared whsn, llterally apankiﬁg,
- "tha.srnunﬂ opened & swallowed them' The huge gep in the
" ground may now be descended to the stream helow. - The
Ledles 'Buttery 1s somewhet similsr in sppearance, but
there ie no known explanation of its ofd name. '
Webb's Cave, Kelly's Cave, Marc Anthony's_Fool, Foll
Mor:  Theas are all w%fhiu a half-mile wEI% of Cong vill,
& mey be examined at ease wlthln the hour. Pasaling elong,
emidst the nsked rock-beds near the stream which rises from
Cornabarry Pool, one of the maln uprisings of the
subterrenean river, & leaving the freslk"canal" nesr the
» third leoek, Mare Anthony's Pool 1z seen on the right - a
large roughly clrceular dark pond of forbidding appearance
& depth. A little stream conneets ths twe pools. From

-

here & peth runs eastwards & st ebout 200 yds Capt. Webbls

Cave 1s annountqfed, This 1a, In feaect, s 40!' perpendlcular
shaft, ‘the mouth of which is bridfed-by a moss-grown remment
of the former roof, A rough stone zeat i1z seen alongside

* &, from the brink of the chasm, a2 strilkdng glimpse 1s
obtaelned of steep rocky wells, below which 1s & greedy-
looking derkly ominous underground river. There 1z an
uzly tale told of the assoclationa of & local landowner
named Fltegerald, alies Uebb, with thls pavern. He 1s
portrayed as a licentlous monster who lured s great many
women, In turn,to this spot & who, having resllsed his
lustfal desgire, cast hls victoms into the dark hole balow,
Trom which. there was vo ezcape for them. The ocutragecus,

" speial oconditiona" prevalling in this country et the
time, when no "mere -Irishman" might 1ift e hend, or ralse

a volece, to defend himself or femily from the cruel

torbures Inflicted om them by tyrent landowners carrying

the blezsinge of en a2llen rule, enabled Vsbb to contlnue

hils sinister wurdercus sctivities wilthout retelieticn.

The enslaved peasentry ssmecrificed wilves & dmipghters to

this men 's gwful whlms untl] & selected victim, by a

clever ruse, oubwitted him at the brink of the hole &,
seizing a eleverly-mgnoeuvered cpportunity, despatched

him to the wotery grave which hed been Intended for herselfl.
Tebb, whose real neme ls zgld to have been Capt. Tebb
Fitzzersald, llived at Annagh, not fer distent, & used tlis
elios In en effort to.cloek hiz identity. Ths only

o gxnlenotlion offered for hils mirders of the pglrls waa
he wished to "
them ageln. ;

Fursulng the path lor mmether couple of hundred yds
gastwards & then hrenching off via another path on the
left, whilch 15 followsad for nearly 50 yda, Kelly's Cave
wlll be found eon the rizht. T™is 1s & real cave & lsa

that
save himsell the embarrsssment of mectling
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‘ named efter sn outlew named FKelly whose famlly hed been
wilfully wronged & deprived of their possessions. Xelly »

addpted s successful career as a benevolent hilghwayman' .
who robbed the rich & helped the poor, thus, in =ome : |
mepasure, obteining satisfaction for the injJustice to .

which his own people had been subjected. .

Crude, dangerously slippy, steps lead down into a
huge chatiber, spprox. 100' long & of consliderable hreadth.
‘Two holes, which sppear as though they might have been
artificlally made for ventllating purposes, are seen in
the roof & between these "is s splendid netural atone arch.
There 1s en copening st ground level in one wall, & a few
-t over this a ciroculer opening, & so large enocugh for one
to sgheeze through. It 18 seld that these openlings lesd
to a number of other chambers & gallerles but no account
of such an expleoration, which -certalnly holds many
gettractlons, 1s -avellable. -

=== Hamp, the English speleclogist, steted his opinion
that the wandoubted signas of the hendlwork of prehlstoric
man in Helly's Cave, relate 1f In many ways to the
Sardinlsn & other Mediterranegn rock-cut tomba.

Foll Mor - the Big Mole - 1Is on Mr. Peter Foye'!s dends,
pearly EE. furﬁhar onn in a W.E. direction. This too is =&
vertical- chesm in which the underground river resches almost
o the tﬂp. " . <

Ball langy Cave: A few hundred wds belore reaching
Johnny Eu s Crossroads (ffom nezr which 1s obtained one
of" the most magniflcent .wlews of L. Corrib & the mins -
Clonbur or Finny parish) e turn to the right will lead
to this remmrkable cavern. It 1s.in a depression 50 yds
« to the left of the road on I¥rs. MNurray's lands (3m. Cong) .

A small fast-flowing stream enters the low, 10" or 12' wide
"mouth of the cavern & follows a left-hend course inslde, where
"1t divldes into two branches. The course of the stream may
be followed for e conslderable distence or, inclining to the
right, one may scramble slong under a low roof for some yds
to s wide, irPegular chamber where the roof 1a higher. At
the far -end an opening, es though to s dark tumnel, invites
Investigetion, but & powerful 1lipght is required. Bally-
meglancey cave was noted for a remerkable stalesctitle
formetion whilch extended from [loor to roof in the form of
vertical bars enclosed within a cirele, but the stelactites
were broken off by wanton hands & good many yrs ago,

though traces of them ere still discernible. At =

distence of sboubt 30 yda inside the ceve the stream droos
into- a chasm below, forming a weterfall.

The Cenal: The most curlous men-made feature of the
lendecepe 18 the freal cenel which was cut in the midile
of the last century to link the grect Corrib-Galwey water-
way with the northerly waters of Ls. Yask & Carrh. The
Corrib had bteen used from & remote age for the tranaport
by boat of pessengerd & goods, & the chamels & courses of
fifty thousand ecrea of navigable water in that lieke =sre
stM1 cutllined with buoys & marks. The nemes of Sir
Hobert ¥ane, Wlmms & Beld, three of the greatgst geoleglcal
E englineerling experts of the tlme, are essoccleted with thils
golosgnl flasco, though to whatrextent the blame for the
fallure of the scheme may be atiributed to each & all is
c¥acure in the sbsence of n detalled zovernmentsl report.
The object certalinly was a2 very worthy cne ln those days
of Inconvenlent franaport & would have been extremely
benefielel to the towns & villages on & neor the shores
of Tochs ¥ask & Carra - &5 d 50 to Galway & other trading
centres on the route. .

Tha cutting was astarkted as s rellefl work Jduring tho
femine wears of the.eighteen-fortles, & hundreda cf men .
found much-needed émployment in blasting & hacking s passage

B
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through 3im. of hard limgstone rock. Humen muascles ﬂ:ﬁvu
the glant 'drllls, like crow-bara, through 1rnn-likn rock
to forece an entrance for the explosive charge, & the
round-shaped borings of these drills ars still plentifully
in evidence to = depth of slxteen feet from ground 15?51
in the sides of the twenty-six ft wide csanal.

x Four locks in all were oonstructed & each of these ls
sn example of besutifully-wrought stone that remnins a
mﬁnumﬂnt to the =kill of the stoneworkers of that day.

The flrst lock is =een In the Ashford Demesns, concealsd
emldst trees & shrubs on the right of the mvenue &3 cne
enters from Cong, slmost at the bend:at Strandhill. This
magnificently-executed structure has since been adepted
for use as g bont<house &, from 1t, the water-leas cutting
mey be traced northwards to the second lock, near the roed,
& the third, neer the ball-alley. The fourth, & laat,
lock - commonly called "The Slulces" - makes contact with:
L. lask approx. lm. 3.W._ of Lough Mask House. The final
stage of the canal i1s generally fllled, In winter at :
least, with some few ft of water, but otherwise, excepting
for lodgments of rainweter or overflows from the subterrghean

_ ttrEﬁéﬂ, the remainder of the cutting is dry sll the year
round.

The canel toock sbout flve.years In construction & was -~
hurrledly absndoned when it wes found that 1% would not
*hold water. Thls ix assatoplshlng fact 1= due, spparently,
tc the permegble sleve-1llke nature ol the rock of the
limestone plhtemu through which it wes cut. That Kene
& Nimme, two of the ableat mineralogists, should be
associsted with so gross a blunder 1s inexpllcable, unless,
as appears from tha report of a speclal Industrial commission
in 1885, 1t te that they plenned the cuttlng throuth s mdre
practlcable terraln & that thelr plens were altered leter
by Bald cr other engineers.

An attempt was made to rectify the huge ﬂrrnr oy maPlng
a second cutting, which can be seen on the W. side of the
canal} negsr the sawmlll.

Eventually the entire canal was sold bn Lord Ardlleaun.
The second passage carries excess water frnm a turbulent
pool & connects with the main csnal about ﬁmd K. of Cong -
&, o0ddly enough, eaven though it is never more than e few
hundred yds removed from the unsuccessful chammell, it was
sunk through an impermeable rock or slate which, if choaen
for the great undertaling, must surely have prnducﬂd
satisfactory results. A theory held by Peter Foy 1s that
the nature of the rock 13 guite sultsble & was not at all
responsible for the fallure, but that the locks wsere
ralsed to sueh hirh 1&?915.&5 to be insurmountable, thus
rendering tho entire wobk uselssa, Adjustment would
have teen a tremendous: task, &, lr. Foy holds, the englneers,
rather than admit thelr stuplalty, sttributed thelr fanllure
to peologicel rossons. The ¢ost of cutting the cenal was
never published bub, uwndoubtedly, an immense amount must

* have beon spent on It‘ Hevertheless, 1t provlded
employment to men who were in dire ﬁaﬂﬂ of msslatence.
Two fine "akﬂw", or curved bridges, one over the Ardilsun
cutting on the Cornamona R4 (fm.) & the other just off the
Cruimsheel [d ﬁear Cong | chﬂuU*nuae, were bullt by Hismmo.
The flne atone walls l.:ﬁrl of the lpoecks heve been greetly
demelished in parts by persons who took the stones for
building purposes,

ANTIQUITIES: The early history of Cong aAbbey 1z enshrouded
in s haze af conjecture & contradlctlon on the parts of
hlatorians & antiguarlans. It sppeers clearly enough,
nowever, that 1t was bullt & rebullt on or near the aslte
of = prr itive estebllishment founded by St. Fecghin In the

first gquerter of the Tih cnety. A laber bldg waa destroyed



