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ANCIENT CUSTOMS: - IHE "CRUSHEENS." - | -
= 3 3
The Croisini, or Crusheens, mzy be termed a revival of the
encient custom of erecting monuments to the dead at places
other then their death or burisl. The practice at Cong of
erecting these memorizls dates from 1542, Hitherto it had-
been the custom for the Canons of the zbbey to bring the
processional Cross of Cong tc & certzin point on each road
to meet all funersls bound for their hallowed cemetery.
In that year the monzastery of Cong was suppressed & the
Lord Abbot, Aenesa MacDonnell, meeting a funeral on its way
to the abbey burisl grounds, formed & cross of branches of
& tree, which he pléaced on & wall, seying: "Thus let it be
- done for all time." i
~ The precedent estublished by the pious Bbbot has been
feithfully followed throughout the past four bundred years
& no funeral ever enters the abbey grfounds, no matter how
short or long the journmey, without h=lting =t the old
Crusheens sites, even though this may sometimes necessitste
an inconvenient detour. The regard of the local people for
this old custom ie so grest “that they will brook np interference
from any guarter that will in any way hinder the observance
of the practice. An.lustence of.their insistence was
provided in the last century when Lord Ardileun, in extending
is estate, closed the old east ro=d on which route lay one’
of the Crusheens sites. The people objected so strenuously
thut the potentate #rdilaun was forced finally to agree to
& right of way for funerzls entering the abbey from this side.
This pessage,’ the old eastern approsch to Cong, runs inside the
boundary wall from the Grand Entranee on the Galway road towsards
the village. Under s big ash tree &t .the side of the old road
will be seen.a collection of small crudé wooden crosses, lying
on the wall & overhenging branches. At each funeral passing
a&lomg this route, & friend or relative of the deceased person
leaves & cross under the tree when the procession hslts to
Prey . .
' Proceeding up the hill from Ceng, past the schoolhouse,
an assortment of smell cairns of stones will be seen inside
the low wall emidst the trees, some couple of hundred yds from
the school. These are the Drumsheel or Cregeree East
Crusheens, differing from those first mentioned in that they
coneist of a mound of rough stones, ususllysurmounted by the
$fu%elgnndan cross. Some of these ceirns are upwerds of
all. :
Tge third Crusheens are at the.side of the Clonbur road, |
ebout Fml W, of Cong. - Here, 2lso, piles of loose stones are
hezped in the form of miniature ceirng, esch topped with a
crude wooden cross. These are the Cregaree West Crusheens.

The moet remerksble monument of this kind, however, is
the Joyce Memorial. This is on & high ridge of limestone
rock at the slde of the road, clongside the Creguree West
Crusheens, & is & most singular memorisel which attrzcts the
attention of all passers-by. It is & rectepgulaer slab, built-in
with rough stones that form & sloping "rocf". Under a crude
ineised cross, & the letters "I.H.5." is the following
inseription:- :

"PRLY FOR YE &
. ' QULES OF J0O

HN JOYCE &

MARY JOYCE

HIS WIFE WEHO

LYED YE §th OF

ATGUST 1712."

The s3zb, which is of limestone, measures approximately 2'3"
by 1'10" & is sbout 6" thick, but the entire monument, which
Haywgrd described es resembling a messive gste-pillar in form,
is about 7' in height by about 5' square.

John znd Mary Joyce, whom the monument commemorztes,
resided locslly & were murdered in their bhome one night when
they resisted & neighbouring fswmily who -came to abduct their
deughter that one of them mifht maIrTy her. The three
brethers who togk pert in this raid were subsecuently hanged
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SI. CECILIA'S-WELL & ggazgg SLAB: This well, on the edge
of one o oBe Uprisings o @ subterranesn streams, at .
Drumsheel, elmost 1 ml. N.E. of Cong, was atly vemerated
by the panple in former years. On the 15th of August &
7th of Septegber, large pumbers of pilgrims visited the
well to hold an all-night vigil. Tents were set up in
the 1ittle field nearby & candles were lighted in honour
of the seint. The pilgrimdge has fellen off slmost
completely in latter years. Alongaide the well is a

slab of limestone about 20" square, on which a skull &
cross-bones are carved in relief. There is no tredition
regarding this stone, thnugh it is, apparently, of
canﬂidarahle age.

HISTQRIC SITES: ..:EATTLE OF MOYTURA - Sir william Wilde
has established e minds of the people hereabouts,
ds well oomscweldwsms 11 thnﬁa of many credulous writers who
have accepted his theories & assertions without guestion,
that the great pre-Christisn Battle of Moyture, betweem
the Tuatha -de Denasn & Firbolgs, took plsce inside the
triengular erea bounded by Cong, Cross & The Neale. There
is ample evidence that at lesst one major battle took place
here in encient times, the profusion of stone monuments,
sepulchral mounds & cairne, is sufficient proof of that.

Eut the great encounter which Wilde describes is now
generzlly acknowledged by historizns & entiquarians alike
us having taken plece at NHorth Moytura, in the county Sligo.
Those who prefer to-believe Wilde's funciful narration will
shift ground to ssy thzt the northern bzttle took place

at a later dete & that the first battile was that of Moytur
South. So now there were two battles & the na=mes applie
to the great monuments & sites of engagements, etc., were,
by strenge coinecidence, identical, & the same men to whom
theze monuments were erected zfter dezth, died & second time
in Sligo, after exactly similar struggles.

0'Donovan was, probzbly, lurgely responsible for
Wilde's confident belief & he slso, ih his Ordnance Survey
Letters of Co. Msyo, Vol.2, renders an sccount of the battle
& he states that local trudition placed the site of the
battle here but he wes unable to-obtein a treaditional -
account of the battle whatever in the locality & his wversion
is derived from written sources which, appsrently, could
be applied only to the 3ligo battlefield.

4 grest meny of the namee of sites & monuments
mentioned by the encient authority, on whose writings Vilde
based his story, do not appecr in the southern battlefield.
To correct that he often chrictened 's fort or monument with
the pname of & similsar congtruction described in the old
writings. The glent ceirm et Killower is en instance of
this. Ho other nzme had ever been known fdr it, but
¥Wilde promptly declded thot it was the burisl mnu"i of the
Fir Bolg King, Eochy, & czlled it Carn Eochy, even though
the loeccgion of thet carn could not be other then nesr
Ezllysodz=re in Sligo, if the zncient menuscripta are
faithfully interpreted.

smidst &ll this confusion, the fzct clearly smerges
thzt a greszt battle did teke pluce here, probably in pre-
Christian times too, but there secms to be no account of
when it occurred or of the contending paerties. ° There wae
& lively engzgement on this very site in the year 1230 LA.D.
in which Anglo-Hormens under one of ihe Burkes & Irish under
Felim Q'Conor inveded thisz territory, &, sdvaicing towards
Inishmgine to "cordon-off" the let hmuE, routed the mighty
aruny of the Connschtmen.

HELGE SCHOOL: Turing the Penzl Isys & Hedge School
TIOUI-ENoy under one gf the arches 5f Cong Eiidge, that



