ANTIQUITIES

Abbeys, Castles, Fortresses, Round Towers, Early Churches, Sculplured (rosses, Slone

irclez, Ogham Blones, Cairns, Sowterrams, Pillar Slones, Cromlechs, Forts, Raths, Mouls,

Twmuli or ancient monuments of any kind. Eract localion of each with shorl deseription,

noling condition, ele.  Relate local legend or tradition assoctaled with building or object,

State if in charge of Office of Public Waorks.  Right of way to publie?  Adwission charge
(if any). Name and address of cordaker, or where key s Lepl.

Cross Abbey. :

Two miles west of Bingheamstown, the ruined abbey stands on a slight

eminence at the brink of the sea which has caused consliderable damsge

to the cemetery in which the abbey stands and 1t i1s believed that the

action of the waves hsa washed awsy portion. of the abbey walls.

The monastic history of the abbey has been lost and the origin is app-

arently a mystery. Set amid pretty surroundings in one of the lcneliest
| parts of the peninsula, the abbey faces across the sea towsrds Inishglora,
| the isle of saints and legends.

There is now no trace of the other monasstic buildings but of the church

itself, the east gable and south wall are still in 'a fair state of pres-
‘ ervation. The west gable has disappesred and the north wall has coll-

apsed in parts; at the western end of the north wall portion of the wall
of what sppears to have been & belfry,still stands.

The inside measurements of the church would have been about 18' in width
and 50' in length and the south wall is 10 to 11 feet high. In the
gast gable is & window, 9' high and 4' across with a pointed aplEty archyp
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western end of the south wall there is & window, rectangular ingide =nd
5' high, the light being 2' 9" by 5" and arched outside. There is an-
other smsller window in this wall.

A large flagged tomb covers the entire width of the western end of the
churoch and at the eastern side of this stands a semen foot high flag-
stone, appsrently of great age.

In the northern wall, a low, arched doorway has been blocked up, seem-
ingly in the erection of the tomb.

A feature of the church is the grey-black stone used in the building.
The abbey is not in the care of the 0.P.W.
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St.:Derible's Church and Well, Fallmore. Wt B
gt." church at Fallmore is 15 miles Belmullet (main road)
and is situsted in the cemetery there. §5t. , the foundress, was

& 6th century nun &nd it is recorded that she attended the reception to
St. Columba &t Bellisodare, organized by St. Paramnan after the Syncd
of Drumceat and prior to Columba's return to Britein, in 580.
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to—Pelimore to erect her church—there-when—one—of-her-mcle<diseiples
oconfesgsed to being in love with-her. —isked-by-—the-saint-what-it-was—that
he-lovaed in her the man aimitted that herbesutiful eyes had first att-
ragted nim-whereupon tie seint immedistely extrucied both rer evee; ehe
mirscul ously regiined—he ime later.
The little church is badly preserved znd the west gable is partly demol-
ished whilst the wzlls have almost disappeared. The outside measure-
ments are 47' X 22' and in the west Bable is s small doorway. The door-
way is 6' 6" high, 2' 6" wide and 2' 9" deep, the top belag roundly len—J &
7sund archef--am carved from one large stone which bears on both sides, faintly
distinguisheble incisions or inscriptions. PFour stone steps lesd down-
wards from the outside and two steps upwards on the inside.
Near the eastern geble, a suuare walled enclosure is consldered to be the
Erave of St. Pesible on which it is claimed, no grass or weeds can or
will grow. A headstone in this grave measures 2%' by 1' and is inscribed
with & eross 15 inches long and six inches wide in the srms.
4 broken skull which may be seen lying in the church iz held in great awe
by local people who say that it has been buried several times inside and
cutaside the church but thet it alwuays resppeared mirsculously within the

church and over the surface of the ground.
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St. Derible's Church and Well cont'd.

4 short distance from the church and & little to the right of the

road which leads to Surgeview, the Blessed Well of St. Berivtle mey

be seen amid the sandhills. A=
Throughout the summer and particulerly on Aughst 15th when a' pattern Tab
is held here, meny pilgrims come to perform the stations at the well.

(o Py Pa s ﬁ?iﬁr ﬂ-fauﬂ+

Termoncarrsa — ruined church.

Near Prenchport and sbout six miles from Belmullet, is the old burisal
ground in which there is now hurdly & vestige of the ancient church,

the erection of which is ascribed to St. Derible.

hle-to procurs-presiseTHformcotion regarding—this—chireh-whieh-mast

heave been svery fhall-building.

Inishgleors.

The island of Inishglora, & three miles currach journey from Cross,
is now uninhebited, the fimilies who had resided there had been
entirely dependent on their fisghing hauls,were removed to the main-
land by the Government sbout a decsde sgo. The island is small and
blesk &nd the remains of the monsstic settlements which have made it
famous are cluatered closely together near the south-eastern shore
and facing the mainland, or rather, the Mullet Peninsula.

The little stone bulldings sre in a disappointingly bad state of
preservatlon, neglected snd uncaredg.dMany of the stones have been
removed from them, snd-one—is—-ine —to—Took-with- :
stones—frem—whieh—-the rude hmts whioch-sre =till used-to shelter the
fishermen; wre oonstructed. The cashel whioch once surrounded the
three churches &and three beehive cells was demolished by the last
family to leave the island (Gaughans,now liming at Cross) wunen they
built & new house nearby. It is 2till possible partly to trace the
foundsation of the cushel.

The prineipal church on the island is St. Brenduan's Chwrel, & little
oratory measuring 1l2' by 8' and this remains the most perfeet of the ruins.
5t. Brendan, born nesr Ardfert in Ferry about the yesr 484, achieved
congidersble fame as & mariner in addition to his grest efforts for

the propagation of the Paith and many romsntic legends have been woven
around his many sea adventures, it even being suggested that he vis-

ited Amerlcsa.

The onee corbelled roof of the orstory has disappesared and now the

walls. sre beginning to callapse inwards. A short narrow passage with

a low, rough-stone wall at euach side, leads to the doorway, passing
through which one must stoop to enter. '

Teum;%i;l ne Neomh (Church of the Saints, also known &g Teampul na bhPesr or
Church o en) uand Teampul na mBan(Church of the Women), each almost
twice the size of §t. Brendan's churek, are both in very bad condition.
Less than twenty yards from the door of St. Brendan's Chureh is the

sadly dilapidated ruin of St. Brenden's Cell but the corbelled roof

has collapsed and only sbout helf the cireular wall remsins. The cell

was of beehive shape and 19' 6" in dismeter. There were two other cells
of like design but they are now unrecogniseble. H-to believed—theat
thﬂﬂi—ﬂﬂllﬂ_WRiihzﬁ:g :i_hukﬂhuuaaa wdil there is mention of an old

suatom whereby - SlLor-wab -eipected to- "break bread™ with the -
telenders. 5%—4ﬂ—hiliﬂﬂﬂﬂ—hiﬁﬂi:hzﬁ"¢hﬂ—ﬂﬁ- o

esints snd-—eigoiplen s

A little to the soutk of the Cell is ti.e BElessed Well of St. Rrendan.
The well is walled round snd some eight steps lead downwards to the
water. No woman must remove water from the well for there is = trad-
itional superstition that should one do 80, the water will-—be—trana-

OF -8B 0Mme—Beyy—44 will chunge to & blood-
colour. A man must remove his heudgear before removing eny of tha‘ﬁﬂter_

Cont'd page 5. @5
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Inishglora ocont'd.

Jquite olose to the front of the orastory several tombstones in irreg-
ular formation rise to & low helght over the ground and are pointed
out &5 the burial plece of the Swan Children of Idr. The legend of
the Children of Idir is s0 well known that it bhardly needs to be

related hara,but—i*—fs=:ﬁmurk&bla—thui_nﬂ_a;£h1¢-hha-husn~mﬂéﬁ~t¢
presaerve or-lend—distinetion—teo—thisspot-—wnieh—de-so highly exetted
o et i onal—feHd-ore

Nesrby is & small cairn on which is & standing flag-stone. %his—I-

wﬂa_tnld1_in—aha-gruyﬁ—ﬂ#—B&i&gﬂﬂ&—hﬂt—E—ﬂuﬂ—ﬂnahit-tn—ascartﬁini
the_identity of Belageen—who-may-heve—beernr some locelking orchief-
et '

Throughout the island seversl calrns or médnuments of stones have heen
eracted as station monuments. The performsnoe of the island stations
is & very arduous task, ococupying from two to three hours.

Sand from Inishglora possesses some remarkable gualities and it is
claimed that where this sand is sprinkled, no rat can live. Certain

it i3 that no rats exiB% on the islind itself and seversl instances of
their banishment from the mainlund houses are guoted. The sand must
(according to loosl belief) be removed only by some person who has
performed the stations on the island.

There is another remarkable legend of the island that the finger and toe
neils and the hair of the dead buried on the islend will continue to
grow after death but this of course, is diasproved by the many decompos-
ed skulls &nd bones which are freyuently found, the entire islund

being a burying ground for the dead of countless ages.

Inishglora is now vested in the Irish Tand Commission sand rented to
Messrs John and Patk. Gaughan, Cross, Binghamstown, members of the last
femily to reside on the islend. There is no charge for admission but
Messrs Gaughan reguire from £1 to 30/- for the trip from Cross whieh

is accomplished in calm weather, in an kour or less. The—duration-of-
&longish wislt would he shout-four hours—and whilst the bostmen
complain-df they receive lessthen—ten—-ahillings esch for thie- WOT K,
they—ere—vonstantly clumouring—fer-work-with the-Qounty Couneil-from
whom-they get sbout-5/6 for-nine—heurs-of-hard work.

An old custom among muriners was to dip the top-sails when passing
Inishglora &s & mark of respect to the memory of St. Brendan,

5 2 2o dtoe 20 :
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e trip to e islands-is usually commenced &t the pier at Surgeview |
Belmillet 13 les) where & ocurrach may be engaged for the s8ix miles f
ea journey. ing t¢ bad westher conditions I\ did not wvisit the islands
but I understand that on the Morth Islapd there is the ruin of & church |
/| erected by St. Columba and measuring 16' X 12' and on-the South Island, |
B, foundation of Sftf" Derible, a Holy Well and Wstch Power. ' .

¥ SRl : FE. il

o
Duvillaun Jglands.
Duvilleunmore is zbout four miles from Surgeview and is said to contain
8 killleen tnd & curious narrow cross on Which the Crucifixion has been
iqgaribed in very cremped menner; oo the other side of thig atone, &
Graek crgss has been inscribed within a gircle. It is believed that/

. & large‘stone found on the islind'and 1léft there, bears Oghem inscription.
Bingham Cuastle. .
The present ruin which stands on & most advantageous site, overlooking
Elly Bay snd commanding & splendid view of Blacksod Bay, is a compar-
atively modern structure, about one and & half centuries old and situat-
ed sbout eight miles from Belmullet, a little to the left of the main
road to Blacksod.
In 1925 the Binghem family evacuated the mansion, the Iand Commission
scquiring and distributing the lands. The ruin is now on the lands of
Mr Jemes Fallon who lives nearby. The Castle, it appears, was at that
time in &an excellent state of preservation but wanton hands hawe lsid
waste this handsome residence, the only one of its type in the entire

Barony of Erris. ;
Cont'd page 6 Eiﬁu*
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Binghem Castle cont'd.

ANTIQUITIES.

The Ceatle has no remarksble archlitectural features and visitors
will be sadmitted free of charge.

Leacht air Jorruis etc.
.. On the golf links near Binghamstown &nd only & few hundred yards
‘northwest of the road leading to Cross, the 15 foot high cairn, i
variously described as Leacht &ir Iorruis, Leacht ar Iorruis and
Lescht an Torruis, raises its pointed head zmongst the sandhills
overlooking the ses and within & very short distance of the shore.
This nument is regarded as having been erected to commemorate &
major battle between the armies of jueen Maeve and a Munster King
who was defested and slain in combat. The stones are partly cov-
ered by short grass and the dismeter of the cairn &t the base is
over thirty ‘feet.
Roughly one hundred yards northwest of the Leacht, the ever-drifting
asnnds have revealed two irregular circles of stones, the larger
being 36 yards in diemeter. Close to thease are what appear to be
kitchen middens in guite fair condition. :
It is believed that half a mile northwest of the Leacht is Trunnc
ne Caillighe, a square dolmen of large stones, said to be the tomb
the the enchantress step-mother who transformed the Children of Iir.
I could no trace this dolmen &and presume that the eands have cover-

&l it once more. N

Grave of Anclent Warrior — King of Munster ?

hoout one and & half miles from Binghamstown, 'in a field to the right
of the road lesding to Cross Abbey, & prominent mound is reputed to
be the grave of the King of Mungter, killed in the battle at Leacht
gir Torruis. I have been informed tnat the tomb was excavated in
recent years and the body of & warrior, over seven feet tall, dis-
covered in a standing position. The mound is on the lands of

Miss M. Welsh, Cross and is infront b;'Hr Michuel Healy's house.

Promontery Forts eto. X

For the archaeologist and antiquarien, there are many places of inter-
est on the Mullet Peninsula but meny of the ancient forts and settle-
ments and monuments have been demolished by the local people or by

the ravages bf time whilst some are obscured by sand.

Doonamoo Point, & mile or so north of Scotehport, was in ancient days,
a strongly fortified hesdland but to the inexpert eye, sll that re-
mains is & strong wall, about ten feet high and perhaps s®venty yards
long; stretohed across the landward end of the promontory, the wall
has been slmost completely torn down in parta. I am informed that
this destruction was perpetrated by local people who needed stcones

for building. The headland is littered with lcose stones and it is
very difficuls to identify the sites of stone huts azid to have exist-
ed here. It is slso gald that there were three stone huts built in
the wsll but I could /not trace these. \

On the landward side of the wall, & great number of stanes raise their
sharp ends over the ground, obviously & form of dafencaﬁpgainst attack.

Near Scotchport, s small promentory, now cut off from the\mainland,
besrs the low, well-preserved walls of a stone fort. The Tocal name
on this cliff Headland is Oheaneoilean (no corifirmation of ‘spelling).
On the verge of the mainland cliff, under the side of the fﬂg:ruaa
and within afew feet of it, an asrrangement of large stones 1a called
the "Giants Grave". The grave mesisures about 12' X 4' and 15 on the
land of ¥r . Pat Willisms, Scotchport. \
Spinkadoon and other uliff fortresses on the northwestern cnasﬁknf the
Mullet sre awkwardly situsted and in & bad state of preservation.

I was unsble to identify Dun Piachra, another and probably simg?éﬁx
rock fort and supposedly the resting place of the Miiden Swans, ;

Children of Iir. A
: Cont'd page 7 gﬁ A\
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Glun-sn Asail. E

On the summit of Termon Hill, about twelve miles from Belpullet, a
large storie-flag is reputed to have been the reating plide of St.
Derible when on her way to build the little church at Pallmore.

The resemblance 0f the mark made by an &ss's knee is pointed out on
the surface of the stone which has thus earned the nsme, "Glun an
Aseil" (The Ass's Enee™), Tradition meintains that St. Deribles ass
knelt on the stone. 1 learnt of this store only on the day of my
departure from the distriet snd so did not have an opportunity of
investigating & report that the stonebore an Oghsm inscriptionm.

Watch Towers. - T

At Tipp, Termon Hill &nd Inishkea Isl:nd, JYatch Towers were erected

at the beginning of the lsst century when fesrs were rife of an attempt-
ed invesion of Britain by Napoleon. The towers.are now neglected and
in some osses, beginnihg to crumble. Rt

.H"\.

The Purnsace. - “
I couple of red yards pust the cross-rords st Barhau
to Glenlera, the ruin of an old stone building will be see
of the r y Dy the stream.  This was erected by Sir Arthur

p::;;;}f in the eighteenth century as an iron foundry but for s

reason, the project was found impracticable and sbandoned after a

A
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