
Local Enhancement 

Programme 2025  
Application Guidance Session



Scheme Outline 

 The Department of Rural and Community Development Local Enhancement Programme (LEP) 2025 will provide 

small scale current and capital funding to support community groups across Mayo. The total allocation for Mayo is 

€217,742

 Category 1: Grants up to €500 for current/operating costs (Funding Allocated €31,106)

 Category 2: Grants for small capital purchases/works up to €1,000 (Funding Allocated €52,725)

 Category 3: Grants for small capital purchases/works from €1,001 - €2,000  (Funding Allocated €123,024)

 The current funding will cover operating costs such as electricity, heating, insurance, rent etc.

 The capital fund will support groups, particularly in disadvantaged areas, to carry out necessary repairs and 

improvements to their facilities, purchase equipment such as tables and chairs, tools and signage, laptops and 

printers, lawnmowers, canopies and training equipment etc.

 Note: Different to LEP 2024 which was Capital funding only 

 Closing Date for Submission of Applications through the online portal is 3pm Thursday, 6th February 2025. 



Timeline

 Closing date for submission of applications: 3pm Thursday 6th February

 Please monitor your emails carefully after this date in case we have any 

queries about your application

 LCDC Meeting to agree allocations/make recommendations: 25th February

 Submission of recommendations to DRCD: By 28th March

 DRCD Announcement provisionally by end May

 Letters Issued to Applicants: within 10 Days of DRCD Announcement. On 

receipt of letters of offer from Mayo LCDC, and return of signed agreement, 

projects can commence. For capital funding any works/purchases carried out 

before return of signed agreement are ineligible for funding.

 Grants to be drawndown by: 31st October 2025



Consult Portal- https://consult.mayo.ie

 If you have previously submitted an application for any scheme through the portal, 
you do not need to create a new account for this scheme.

 If you already have an account, we recommend that you log into it asap to ensure 
you have the correct passwords etc.



Creating an Account on the Portal 
 There is a document on the LEP 2025 page on www.mayo.ie with instructions if 

you need to create an account for the first time.

 Register New User

 Select ‘I am an Organisation…’

http://www.mayo.ie/


Creating an Account on the Portal 
(You can also create a personal account and submit on behalf of an organisation 

however we do not recommend this. In an organisation other committee members 

would need access to the portal in case a specific individual is not available. It 

should be linked to the group's email address, which more than one person can 

access as opposed to an individual's private email. Access to the registered email 

is required each time the group/org wish to log in.)

 Password Requirements

 Once account created – a link will be emailed to the address associated with 

the account. Click on this link to activate the account.

 2 factor Authentication – NB. This is a set requirement, and one of two options 

must be activated:



Creating an Account on the Portal 



Registering on consult Platform contd…

 Email you get to set up Two Factor Authentication (TFA)

 Recommended: Enable Email TFA, you will be asked to re-enter password to finish 

setting this up. – everytime you log in, you will receive a 6 digit verification code via 

email. 

 TFA Application: A specific App must be downloaded to your phone and verification 

through the app - this is not a text to your phone with verification number. 



Registering on consult Platform contd…



Terms & Conditions - Current Funding
1. The €1 million current funding under the Local Enhancement Programme will support Community 

groups/organisations particularly in disadvantaged areas, to support their non-pay running costs for 
example energy costs/bills (electricity costs, refuse charges, heating charges), rental/lease costs, 
insurance bills.

2. This is a current funding scheme. The scheme does not provide funding for capital works, equipment 
etc. this can be applied for under the capital allocation of the funding.

3. The information supplied by the applicant Community Group/Organisation must be accurate and 
complete.

4. Inaccurate or incomplete information may lead to disqualification and/or the repayment of any grant 
made.

5. All information provided in respect of the application for a grant will be held electronically. The 
Department reserves the right to publish a list of all grants awarded on its website.

6. The Freedom of Information Act applies to all records held by the Department and Local Authorities, 
including applications received and any additional correspondence related to the application.

7. The application must be signed by the Chairperson, Secretary or Treasurer of the organisation making 
the application.

8. It is the responsibility of each organisation to ensure that it has proper procedures and policies in place 
including appropriate insurance where relevant.

9. Evidence of expenditure, including invoices, receipts and bank statements, must be retained and 
provided to the LCDC, the Department of Rural and Community Development, the relevant local 
authority or any agent acting on their behalf if requested.

10. Grant monies must be expended and drawn down from the LCDC by 31st October 2025.



Terms & Conditions – Current Funding contd.
11. The Department of Rural and Community Development’s contribution must be publicly acknowledged 

in all materials associated with the purpose of the grant.

12. Generally, no third party or intermediary applications will be considered.

13. Late applications will not be considered.

14. To ensure appropriate monitoring and governance, the Department is stating that only 
operating/running costs related to this period are eligible - 1st June 2024 to 30th May 2025

15. Applications must be accompanied by a bill/bills, in the applicant group's name only, that fell due and 
were paid between 1st June 2024 and 31st January 2025. Evidence of payment must also be attached to 
the application, e.g. bank statement, supplier statement, Section 30 receipt for insurance etc. Please 
contact lep2025@mayococo.ie for further information on evidence of payment.

16. Grantees will be required to comply with the highest standard of transparency and accountability as 
documented in Department of Public Expenditure and Reform Circular 13/2014 - Management of and 
Accountability for Grants from Exchequer 
Funds http://circulars.gov.ie/pdf/circular/per/2014/13.pdf. The overall principle is that there should be 
transparency and accountability in the management of public funds, in line with economy, efficiency 
and effectiveness. The circular outlines, for example, that grant recipients should not dispose of publicly 
funded assets without prior approval.

17. Breaches of the terms and conditions of the grants scheme may result in sanctions including 
disbarment from future grant applications.

18. Please ensure the application form is completed in full. Incomplete applications will not be considered 
for funding.

19. In order to process your application, it may be necessary for Mayo LCDC to collect personal data from 
you. Such information will be processed in line with the Local Authority’s privacy statement which is 
available to view on Privacy and Data Protection policy at Mayo County Council .

mailto:lep2025@mayococo.ie
http://circulars.gov.ie/pdf/circular/per/2014/13.pdf
https://www.mayo.ie/privacy


Terms and Conditions – Capital Funding
1. The Local Enhancement Programme will support groups, particularly in disadvantaged areas, to 

carry out necessary repairs and improvements to their facilities and purchase equipment.

2. This is a capital funding scheme. The scheme does not provide funding for the pay or 
employment of staff, or towards current ‘operating’ costs such as utility bills, etc.

3. The activity or project must benefit the local community and relate to the key priority areas 
identified in the LECP.

4. The information supplied by the applicant group /organisation must be accurate and complete.

5. Inaccurate or incomplete information may lead to disqualification and/or the repayment of any 
grant made.

6. Any expenditure incurred before a letter of offer is issued from Mayo LCDC will be deemed 
ineligible

7. All information provided in respect of the application for a grant will be held electronically. The 
Department reserves the right to publish a list of all grants awarded on its website.

8. The Freedom of Information Act applies to all records held by the Department and Local 
Authorities, including applications received and any additional correspondence related to the 
application.

9. The application must be signed by the Chairperson, Secretary or Treasurer of the organisation 
making the submission. Applications will only be accepted through the online portal.

10. Applicants should be aware that an equity/fairness approach will be taken by the LCDC to ensure 
an even distribution of funding and a maximum of one project per group will be considered for 
funding by the LCDC.

11. It is the responsibility of each organisation to ensure that it has proper procedures and policies in 
place, including appropriate insurance, and landowner/property owner consent where relevant.



Terms and Conditions – Capital contd.
12. Evidence of expenditure, receipts /invoices must be retained and provided to the LCDC, the Department of 

Rural and Community Development, the relevant local authority or any agent acting on their behalf.

13. Grant monies must be expended and drawn down from the LCDC by 31st October 2025. Photographic 
evidence will be required to facilitate draw down of grants.

14. The Department of Rural and Community Development’s contribution must be publicly acknowledged in all 
materials associated with the purpose of the grant, including signage.

15. Generally, no third party or intermediary applications will be considered.

16. Late applications will not be considered.

17. Breaches of the terms and conditions of the grants scheme may result in sanctions including disbarment 
from future grant applications.

18. Grantees will be required to comply with the highest standard of transparency and accountability as 
documented in Department of Public Expenditure and Reform Circular 13/2014 - Management of and 
Accountability for Grants from Exchequer Funds http://circulars.gov.ie/pdf/circular/per/2014/13.pdf.The 
overall principle is that there should be transparency and accountability in the management of public funds, 
in line with economy, efficiency and effectiveness. The circular outlines, for example, that grant recipients 
should not dispose of publicly funded assets without prior approval.

19. Please ensure the application form is completed in full. This includes providing all supporting 
documentation requested. Incomplete applications will not be considered for funding.

20. In order to process your application it may be necessary for Mayo County Council to collect personal data 
from you. Such information will be processed in line with the Local Authority’s privacy statement which is 
available to view on www.mayo.ie.

21. In order to drawdown any grant awarded all invoices and receipts/other proof of payment provided must be 
in the full name of the applicant organisation. Invoices and receipts made out to third parties will not be 
accepted.

22. Items purchased using LEP funding must remain in the State on a permanent basis.

http://circulars.gov.ie/pdf/circular/per/2014/13.pdf
http://www.mayo.ie/privacy/


Documentation you need before you apply

• Charity number (if applicable)

• Tax Number, Tax Reference Number (if applicable)

• PPN Number (if applicable)

• Details of Previous funding/Grants received e,g, LEADER, CLÁR, CEP, CAF etc

• XY ITM Coordinates – View Simple Guide to finding XY coordinates

• Bank Statement Header – dated within 3 months. Must be in same name as 

applicant name.

• Capital – 3 quotations per element to meet National procurement 

requirements

• Current – at least one bill and receipt dated between 1st June 2024 and 31st

January 2025

https://www.mayo.ie/getmedia/6a13b8f7-b0d7-4107-b914-f48c9d1188a7/Simple-Guide-How-to-find-location-XY-ITM.pdf


Costs that are eligible for funding - Capital
 The following provides a non-exhaustive list of projects that could receive capital funding under the 

programme: 

 Development/renovation of community centres

 Accessibility improvements

 Community amenities

 Development of youth clubs or facilities

 Development of sports/recreation facilities

 Improvements to town parks and common areas and spaces

 CCTV equipment

 Public realm improvements 

 Streetscaping 

 Development of play/recreation spaces 

 Improving energy efficiency of community facilities to reduce ongoing costs 

 Purchase of equipment 

 Purchase of laptops, tablets 

 Maintenance of premises, including painting and repairs. N.B. Maintenance must relate to enhancing an 
asset – current/operating expenses are not eligible 

 Capital work to increase biodiversity, or to reduce the carbon footprint of a facility 

 Cleaning e.g. power-washing prior to painting



Costs that are eligible for funding –

Current/Operating costs
 Electricity bills

 Heating bills

 Refuse costs

 Insurance costs

 Rental costs etc.

Your application must be accompanied by at least one bill and receipt for the 

period 1st June 2024 to 31st January 2025. If you are applying for the maximum 

funding of €500 and your operating costs bills for this period are less than €500 

you can email subsequent bills and receipts for the period 1st February 2025 to 

31st May 2025 to lep2025@mayococo.ie after you have received your letter of 

offer of funding. It is important to note that if you only attach an electricity bill 

to your application you cannot send in a different bill, e.g. insurance, after you 

receive your grant of funding. 

mailto:lep2025@mayococo.ie


The Application Forms – Landing Page



The Application Form – Section 1

Applicant Details – Your Organisation



The Application Form – Section 1

Applicant Details – Your Organisation



The Application Form – Section 1

Applicant Details – Your Organisation



The Application Form – Section 1

Applicant Details – Your Organisation



The Application Form – Section 1

Applicant Details – Your Organisation



The Application Form – Section 2  

Project Details 



The Application Form – Section 2  

Project Details 



The Application Form – Section 2  Project 

Details 



Project details – current funding



The Application Form – Section 3 Funding



The Application Form – Section 4

Uploading Supporting Documents



The Application Form – Section 4

Uploading Supporting Documents



Supporting documentation- current funding



The Application Form – Section 5

Declaration



The Application Form – Section 5

Declaration



The Application Form – Section 6

Preview 



The Application Form – Section 7

Complete 



Drawdown of Grants

 All invoices and receipts/other proof of payment provided must 

be after the date of the letter of offer of funding. 

 All invoices and receipts/other proof of payment provided must 

be in the full name of the applicant organisation. 

 Invoices and receipts made out to third parties will not be 

accepted.

 Photographs of items purchased are also required.

 Any queries will be sent to the email address provided on the 

Acceptance of Offer.

 If you need to change the purpose of funding you must notify us 

in advance so we can get approval from the Department.



Important Information
• Apply online at https://www.mayo.ie by going to “Apply” on the landing 

page.

• Check that you have all the supporting documentation at the ready before 
applying.

• Try to have one main and consistent email for your organisation.

• Please contact lep2025@mayococo.ie with any queries on this fund.

• Closing Date for Applications 3pm 6th February 2025 and will be strictly 
adhered to.

https://www.mayo.ie/
mailto:lep2025@mayococo.ie


Questions?? 
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