Mayo County Council Arts Service Artist Bursary Award 2025

	GUIDELINES & CONDITIONS


Purpose of the Artist Bursary Award

The Artist Bursary Award aims to support the work of individual professional artists* or artist collectives. 
1. working in any artform/ discipline Music, theatre, literature, visual arts, film, dance, performance art etc.
2. at all stages of their career - emerging, mid-career, established.
3. currently resident in Mayo.

What does Mayo County Council Arts Service mean by artistic quality?
Artistic quality can be defined as work that is ambitious, excellent and original. It should be noted that the artistic quality of the proposed work is assessed using knowledge, experience and specialist advice.

· Awards will range from €150 to €2000.  

· Applications are assessed by an external independent panel.
· The panel may consider awarding additional funding to an application, but only under exceptional circumstances and if budget allows.  
· Payment of a Grant is for specific activities as outlined in your application.  
· If you are offered funding, you must accept the conditions of that funding.

· Mayo County Council will pay any funding offered only into a bank account held in the applicant’s name. 

· Please note that the Bursary Award guidelines are regularly updated. Please make sure you are adhering to the guidelines related to the current round of funding and not for previous rounds.
· The Bursary award is a competitive process and funding in previous rounds of the award is not a guarantee of funding in the current year.  
· Mayo County Council particularly welcomes new applicants who represent the diversity of Irish society. We encourage applications from all areas of the community regardless of your gender, sexual orientation, civil or family status, religion, age, disability, race or membership of the Traveler Community, or socio-economic background.

· The Bursary Award is not open to community groups or organisations. 
· All artists should be paid in accordance with the Arts Council's policy on fair pay for artists.
· Note: because of the competitive nature and context of the grant, limited funding and the large number of applicants, it may not possible to recommend funding for all eligible applicants. Eligibility and compliance with criteria for assessment alone does not guarantee that you will receive grant funding.
	(A) WHAT YOU CAN APPLY FOR


Eligible costs:

Costs related to the making/presentation of new work in 2024 including:
· Contribution to arts material costs – max award €300.
· Contribution to exhibition costs (in dedicated publicly funded arts spaces) - max award €300.
· Contribution towards education/training course fees including short-term courses - max award €300.
· Filming costs.
· Mentoring costs.
· Research costs.
· Publishing costs (by an independent recognised publisher).
· Recording costs.
· Contribution towards software purchasing of digital tools for producing art - max award €300.
*The bursary is to support activity in the current year only.  
Ineligible costs:
The following costs are not eligible for support:
· Assistance for ongoing revenue costs e.g. memberships, utilities, studio rental etc
· Assistance to cover loans / deficits.
· Assistance with capital costs & purchase of capital items including equipment.
· Activities for charity or fund-raising purposes. 
· Participation in a competitions/trade stands etc. 

· Assistance in respect of commercial activities.
· Assistance towards fees or costs for undergraduate or postgraduate courses of study (including unaccredited/higher education etc).
· Assistance towards work undertaken as part of a formal course of study.
· Assistance towards the costs of undertaking an internship.
· Activity not relating to 2025.
· Activity already supported by Mayo County Council Arts Service through another scheme including but not limited to Tyrone Guthrie Bursary Award, Drama League of Ireland Summer School Bursary Award, Culture Night Event Fund, Arts Act Grants, UPSTART Arts & Disability Funding Scheme etc.  
	(B) INFORMATION REQUIRED FOR APPLICATION


Completed online application forms should be accompanied by a single PDF document containing the following, as appropriate:
1. Artist statement or equivalent (max. one page). 
2. CV (max. 2 pages) 

3. Outline of how funding will be used & details of other funding secured, if appropriate.
4. 3-6 examples of previous work
5. Other support material you consider relevant to this application:
Examples can include any of the following:
· Still images (3-6 images, images should be no smaller than 150 dpi and not exceed 300 dpi.)
· Sample of recent written work (max 10 pages of work in progress/recently published)
· Links to audio and film files (maximum of two sound/film files)
· Letters of support/offer
6. Budget outline how you plan to use/spend the award.
Please ensure that all supporting documentation files are titled clearly i.e. JoeBloggsCV
Material submitted on alternative platforms will not be accepted e.g. G-Drive/Google Docs etc.

Submissions will be presented to the selection panel in digital format. 
Please note that incomplete applications or applications received after the closing date will not be accepted.
All applicants will receive a confirmation of receipt of application.
	(C) ASSESSMENT PROCESS


An independent external panel of experts will assess applications and applicants will be informed of the outcome thereafter.
	
	Criteria for Assessment
	

	1
	Quality and artistic merit of the application.
	15

	2
	Track record or potential of the artist, demonstrated in the application.
	15

	3
	Potential benefits to artistic practice
	15

	
	Total Points Allocated
	45


	
	Scoring System
	

	Excellent
	Application addresses criteria and provides all the information and evidence needed. There are no concerns.
	5

	Very Good
	Application addresses relevant aspects of the criteria and provides all the information and evidence needed. There are minor concerns.
	4

	Good
	The application addresses the criteria well and provides clear information on nearly all the evidence needed. Some improvements could be made.
	3

	Fair
	The application broadly addresses the criterion and provides some relevant information with some details lacking. There are some weaknesses.
	2

	Weak
	The application fails to properly addresses the criterion but does not give enough relevant information. There are many weaknesses.
	1

	Very Week
	The application fails to address the criterion or cannot be judged due to missing or incomplete information.
	0


	(D) REPORTING


NT PROCESS

You will be required to submit a short report at the end of 2025. Mayo Arts Service will issue a template for this. The report will include space to describe the work undertaken on foot of an award and an outline of how the award benefitted your work.
	(E) SUBMISSION PROCESS


NT PROCESS
Applications should be submitted as outlined in section B.  

Postal submissions will be accepted if an online application isn’t possible.  

Applications submitted after this time will not be accepted after the closing date.
For queries please contact Katriona Gillespie, Assistant Arts Officer, Mayo County Council Arts Service. 
E: mayoarts@mayococo.ie  P: 094 90 64666.
CLOSING DATE: 5pm, Friday February 14TH, 2025. 
Mayo County Council will acknowledge receipt of your application.
Supported by Mayo County Council & the Arts Council
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